
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions  
(Following Tuesday, August 4, 2020 Announcement) 

Q:  Why was the decision made to move the 2020-2021 start date to Tuesday, September 8, 
2020? 
A:  Local health officials, including the Clay County Public Health Center and Kansas City, 
Missouri Health Department have recommended school districts that reside in Clay County 
and/or Kansas City, Missouri delay the school start date for districts after the Labor Day holiday. 

 

Q:  Will this later start date push the last day of school back to June 2021? 
A:   No.  The last day of school for LPS will remain Friday, May 28, 2020.  District administration 
will update the Board of Education in the coming weeks to determine if any minor changes 
would need to be considered for the 2020-2021 academic calendar. 

 

Q:  Why did LPS decide to transition to a Flexible Learning Schedule for students in grades 6-12, 
and not for students preK-5?   
A:  Guidance from the Clay County Public Health Center states for students grades 6-12 that on-
campus learning at 100% capacity is discouraged and not recommended at this time.  
Elementary students are recommended to return to in-person learning for the scheduled start of 
the school year.  Factors for why the difference in recommendation for elementary/secondary 
include: 
1)  Higher transmission rates among secondary-aged students, as compared to younger 
students. 
2)  Larger volume of students at the secondary sites as compared to elementary sites.   
3)  Increased opportunities for larger mass gatherings (ie: passing periods, etc.) at the secondary 
level. 

Q:  Does the Flexible Learning Plan announcement mean that ALL students that chose the face-
to-face learning option will now participate in the Flexible Learning Plan? 
A:  Yes.  All secondary students will participate in the Flexible Learning Plan to begin the 2020-
2021 school year.  We will use this model until provided a recommendation for larger 
occupancies at our secondary sites.  Additional information such as school schedules, etc. will be 
communicated to families in the coming weeks. 



Q:  Why wasn't the Flexible Learning Plan option (for students grades 6-12) available for 
students prior to the Student Census released in July? 
A:  As has been communicated throughout the pandemic, this situation continues to be 

extremely fluid.  In the days following completion of our Student Census, we received updated 

recommendations from the Clay County Public Health Center and Kansas City, Missouri Health 

Department that discourages 100% capacity at our secondary campuses when the school year 

resumes this fall.  Recommendations also encourage hybrid and virtual attendance for student’s 

grades 6-12.  This updated plan for secondary students allows LPS to align with the most recent 

recommendations provided by the Clay County Public Health Center and Kansas City, Missouri 

Health Department. 

 

Q:  Why can’t those students that chose the 100% virtual option start their school year on the 
originally scheduled start date of Tuesday, August 25, 2020? 
A:  This decision was made in an effort to providing continuity with our 2020-2021 academic 
calendar for both students and staff.  Knowing the likelihood of students, and potentially staff, 
transitioning from one learning platform to the other in the midst of the school year, it is in the 
best interest of the district to have a specific start date for all students, regardless of the 
learning platform. 

 

Q:  How will LPS be able to achieve health official’s recommendations (social distancing, etc.) 
for elementary schools that will still have a large student population registered for face-to-face 
learning this fall? 
A:  Work on building-specific plans involving building/classroom capacity limits, etc. began 
immediately following the Student Census data being received.  Individual buildings will be 
sharing details with families by August 20, 2020. 

 

Q:  Will secondary students that are involved in an after-school activities be able to participate 
on days they are learning from home? 
A:  Yes.  Secondary students involved in after-school activities will be able to participate face-to-
face each day of the week.  Students will need their own transportation to activites on days in 
which they are participate in virtual learning from home. 

 

Q:  How does today's announcement affect EPiC Elementary's academic calendar? 
A:  EPiC Elementary’s official start date will now be Wednesday, September 2, 2020.  This is 
effective for students participating in virtual or face-to-face learning platforms. 



 

Q: Does the delayed start date affect when teachers will report to schools? 
A:  No.  Teachers will report to their schools to begin their 2020-2021 contact as scheduled on 
Monday, August 17, 2020.  Since the last day of school date will remain the same, no additional 
contract days for teachers will be needed. 

 

Q:  Will elementary and secondary schools have Back-to-School Night’s/Orientations prior to 
the start of school? 
A:  We plan to offer these events in virtual format this fall.  More details will be shared soon 
from your child’s home school. 

 

Q:  If today's update would cause our family to change our mind with how our child(ren) would 
receive instruction (face-to-face instruction/virtual instruction), can we make a change? 
A:  Yes.  The deadline for families to make a change from their original selection on the Student 
Census from last month has now been extended to Monday, August 31, 2020. 

 

Q:  Is it possible that the LPS Return to Learn plan would need to be adjusted again prior to the 
start of the school year? 
A:  LPS will remain in close contact with local health officials and will be committed to providing 
any updates to families in a timely manner.  There is always the possibility that if COVID-19 
cases would increase in our area, we would need to transition to 100% virtual learning. 

*additional updates will be provided to families throughout the month of August – early September 

leading up to the start of the 2020-2021 school year. 


